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[bookmark: _Hlk149236480]The Chief Guest, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Education, Hon. Ezekiel Machogu, Represented by our Principal Secretary, in charge of the State Department for Higher Education & Research, Dr. Beatrice Inyangala,
Keynote Speakers,
Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Murang'a University of Technology Management Board and Senate, I am honoured to welcome you to our International Conference whose theme is “Leveraging Science, Technology, and Innovation for Economic Transformation.” The significance of this conference transcends the mere exchange of research findings and scholarly discourses. It represents a clarion call for collective reflection on harnessing the potency of science, technology, and innovation to shape a more equitable, sustainable, and prosperous Kenya and the world.

The Chief Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen,
We are delighted to have in our midst distinguished experts, policymakers, and the academia joining us for this conference. Their insights and experiences are poised to enrich our understanding of how science, technology, and innovation can be harnessed for socioeconomic transformation.
I wish to inform you that Murang'a University of Technology has been resolute in its commitment to fostering research and innovation. Substantial investments have been made in our Institution in order to nurture an environment where our faculty and students can explore new frontiers of research. Encouragingly, these investments have borne fruit, with numerous innovative projects on the verge of formalization. Therefore, our dedication to the advancement of research and innovation remains steadfast.

Our Chief Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen,
The objective of showcasing technological advancements is a significant aspect of this conference. We would like participants to be brought up to speed on the latest innovative ventures in their areas of interest and to explore the latest breakthroughs that can transform our economies. This conference, therefore, provides a platform for knowledge-sharing on topical issues, such as Big Data, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Climate Change, and many others. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Innovation is a dynamic process, and technology is at its core. We have prepared this conference to offer a comprehensive view of the latest technological advancements. We are about to hear from experts, researchers, and industry leaders who are pushing the boundaries in their various areas of interest. These individuals have invaluable insights to share. In addition to showcasing the various technologies, they are expected to provide a holistic perspective of advancements in engineering, ICT, healthcare, education, and agriculture, among others. 

Our Chief Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Our quest for socioeconomic transformation demands that we embrace novel ideas, foster interdisciplinary collaborations, and inspire the next generation of innovators. It becomes our solemn duty, therefore, to ensure that the knowledge we generate, innovations we cultivate, and technologies we advance are not only accessible but also sustainable, in turn leaving a positive imprint in society.

I also wish to emphasize the significance of the exhibitions running alongside the conference. This is a unique opportunity to witness these innovations, which are at various levels of development. I encourage you to explore the exhibitions, engage with exhibitors, and witness the potential of these advancements firsthand. I further encourage you to actively participate and engage in discussions, and network with your fellow participants. 

In response to the call to innovate, we, as a university, have sought to have policies and practices that build a culture that fosters organizational entrepreneurship. We encourage both staff and students to explore ideas and develop them. Every year we sponsor vetted innovations and research for development and we showcase in various platforms. It is against this background that today we display innovative projects and present research findings in various fields as part of harnessing and disseminating knowledge. This enables us as a university to explore, research and develop new knowledge that would transform the economy. We therefore hope that this conference will not only expand your knowledge but also provide a fertile ground for collaborative initiatives and innovative solutions.



Our Chief Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Let me take this opportunity to extend my sincere gratitude to all our distinguished guests, the academic and administrative staff, and the students of Murang'a University of Technology, whose efforts have made this conference a reality. I further want to thank our sponsors and partners for their support, which has been pivotal in the success of this event. These include Equity Bank, N.K. Brothers, National Research Fund (NRF), Kleansley Services Ltd, Enwealth Financial Services Ltd, among others.
Finally, I would like to express my deep appreciation to our Principal Secretary, Dr. Beatrice Inyangala, for finding time to join us as the representative of the Chief Guest, and for accepting to open the conference for us.
With these remarks, I now wish to invite the Chief Guest to make her remarks and open the conference.

Thank you.

Prof. Dickson M. Nyariki, Ph.D.
Vice Chancellor
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