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BANDWIDTH ALLOCATION ALGORITHM

WITH USER MOBILITY DYNAMICS

IN FEMTOCELL NETWORK
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Abstract

Fourth generation cellular networks provide ubiquitous broadband

access to a growing number of mobile users worldwide. In this

context, resource allocation in orthogonal frequency division multiple

access femtocell network systems presents an important milestone

towards realization of high-speed services. In this paper, we focus

on impact of mobility dynamics on time/frequency allocation in

femtocell network. We considered users’ mobility dynamics taking

into account the variation of their positions with time. We

propose a scalable mobility-aware femtocell cluster-based resource

allocation (M-FCRA) scheme based on cluster formation, cluster-

head resource allocation with user mobility awareness, and resource

contention resolution. M-FCRA formulates the frequency/time

resources allocation mathematically as a min–max optimization

problem and generates synchronized resource reservation requests

that maximize bandwidth utilization and quality of service. The

results show that M-FCRA performs better than femtocell cluster-

based resource allocation (FCRA) algorithm at various signal to

interference and noise ratio levels in terms of throughput satisfaction

rate and spectrum spatial reuse.
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1. Introduction

Mobile applications under fourth generation (4G) technol-
ogy have been the driver behind customers’ demand for
more and more data. Extraction of high-quality services
has been a challenge in recent years. One solution to
enhance indoor coverage is the so-called femtocell access
points (FAPs) or home base stations [1]. These are low-
power base stations designed for indoor usage that allow
cellular network providers to extend indoor coverage where
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it is limited or unavailable. On the air interface, FAPs
provide radio coverage to a given cellular standard such as
global system for mobile communications, universal mo-
bile telecommunications system, worldwide interoperabil-
ity for microwave access, and long-term evolution (LTE),
while the back-haul connection makes use of a broadband
connection such as optical fibre or digital subscriber line.
The use of femtocells benefits both users and operators by
delivery of high quality of service (QoS).

In this paper, we present a scalable resource allocation
algorithm called mobility-aware femtocell cluster-based re-
source allocation (M-FCRA) for orthogonal frequency di-
vision multiple access (OFDMA)-based femtocells. The
use of OFDMA technology is motivated by the fact that
next generation networks such as 4G apply it. The goal
of this paper is to allocate the best set of time/frequency
resources to each FAP so as to deliver the users data, while
considering mobility of users and minimizing the difference
between the required and allocated set of resources. A
resource allocation is formulated mathematically as a Min–
Max optimization problem to achieve this. It is a hybrid of
centralized/distributed algorithm called M-FCRA involv-
ing three stages: First, cluster formation, then cluster-head
(CH) time/frequency resources allocation with user mo-
bility awareness, and lastly resource contention resolution
among FAPs. First, M-FCRA uses a distributed approach
to build disjoint clusters of femtocells. Then, a CH is
elected within each cluster. CH assigns resources to all
FAPs in its cluster taking into account their required band-
width and mobility dynamics such as position with time [2].

Comparison of M-FCRA with an existing solution,
FCRA, to evaluate its efficiency is performed [2]. Eval-
uation and comparison metrics are the throughput satis-
faction rate (TSR) and spectrum spatial reuse (SSR). The
simulation results obtained show that M-FCRA algorithm
that incorporates user mobility dynamics outperforms the
FCRA algorithm for low signal to interference plus noise
ratio (SINR) as the latter does not consider user mobility
for both small- and large-sized networks.

2. Related Work

The indoor access in LTE networks is supported by the de-
ployment of femtocells. Because femtocells are designed to
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be deployed by user demand, resource allocation problems
are severe. In terms of resource management, [3] a frame-
work to allocate different resources with different users’
requirements is suggested. In [4] a dynamic interference
avoidance scheme to coordinate a group of neighbouring
cells is presented. However, this scheme was designed for
macrocell base stations. In femtocell networks, the design
of cognitive femto network was studied.

In [5] a cognitive base station that can exploit their
knowledge of the radio scene for interference management
is suggested. Implementation of cognitive femtocell base
stations for resource allocation by using a game-theoretic
framework is proposed in [6]. With cognitive femtocell base
stations, [7] insertion of sensing frames to scan the whole
wireless resources periodically is recommended. However,
when sensing the whole wireless resources, the femtocell
cannot receive and transmit data simultaneously. More-
over, cognitive base station is required, and cognitive ra-
dio capabilities need to be incorporated into the femtocell
base stations. In addition [8], a presentation of a graph
colouring-based dynamic sub-band allocation (GC-DSA)
as a GC-DSA technique to avoid downlink interference is
made. In [9], a graph-based dynamic frequency reuse as
a resource allocation method based on graph colouring is
developed. With graph colouring algorithms, the assign-
ment of physical resource blocks (PRBs) to a femtocell is
restricted as a vertex can only be assigned a single colour.

The dynamic frequency planning (DFP) is also pro-
posed in [3] to decrease interference and reuse available
sub-channels in OFDMA networks. An adaptive fractional
frequency reuse (FFR) algorithm is proposed in [10], where
the femtocell management system (FMS) plans the cov-
erage areas of femtocells according to the minimum ac-
ceptable signal strength of femtocells. The FMS allocates
usable resources for every femtocell in accordance with
the number of cliques, which is formed by the union of
neighbouring femtocells. In [11], a proposal that each
femtocell adopted a modulo-prime function and an inter-
ference topology to randomly access some frequency bands
is presented. The proposed distributed random access
scheme is specifically designed for co-channel and co-tiered
deployment. However, different users might be allocated
to the same wireless frequency bands with modulo-prime,
where different users will acquire the interfering resources.
The approaches presented in [3], [11], [12] allocate fixed
sub-channels to a femtocell. A sub-channel is composed
of a number of PRBs within the same frequency band.
Depending on traffic requirements, certain PRBs in the
allocated sub-channels may be used by the femtocell. In
case of underutilization of PRBs in the sub-channels,
PRBs are wasted as they cannot be reused by other
femtocells [10].

A decentralized frequency-ALOHA (F-ALOHA) spec-
trum allocation strategy for two-tier cellular networks is
described in [13]. The strategy is based on spectrum split
between the macrocell and femtocells. As it is based on
a pseudo-random algorithm, F-ALOHA cannot guarantee
any degree of QoS. Furthermore, this approach does not
consider time–frequency slots as resources. However, it
focuses on sub-carriers allocation.

Three resource allocation algorithms in OFDMA fem-
tocells are proposed in [14]. The first method is called
orthogonal assignment algorithm. It splits the bandwidth
into two independent sets BM and BF which are used by
the macrocells and femtocells, respectively. The challenge
is to associate the best split that maximizes the satisfac-
tion of the required QoS to end users. However, femto-to-
femto interference is not taken into account in this scheme.
Moreover, it remains an important factor for indoor per-
formance, especially when femtocells are highly populated.

In [15], the authors investigated the radio resource
utilization efficiency in wireless mesh networks. They
proposed two clustering schemes to improve the resource
utilization in such networks.

The main focus in clustering in ad hoc networks is effi-
cient handling of the frequent network topological changes.
This is as a result of ad hoc nodes mobility. The objec-
tive has been to conform quickly to changes in topology,
which hardly happens in femtocell networks, because of
their relatively static topologies [2].

Radio resource allocation in OFDMA-based femtocell
networks is an ongoing research area. In [2], FCRA
based on clustering is proposed. It is a scalable resource
allocation strategy. As described in [2] a distributed
clustering algorithm to form disjoint femtocell clusters is
presented. The resource allocation problem is sub-divided
into sub-problems by clustering. It includes also the use of
optimum centralized spectrum allocation in each cluster to
allocate more efficiently the available resources. However,
FCRA does not consider user mobility. It was assumed
that all users were static.

In this paper, we present a scalable approach with
user mobility prediction/awareness. The resource alloca-
tion problem in OFDMA femtocell network has been for-
mulated mathematically. The mathematical problem is
subsequently solved by mixed integer linear programming
method using IBM ILOG CPLEX solver.

3. Problem Description

This paper considers a macrocell embedded with a set F
of femtocells (FAPs) network as shown in Fig. 1. FAPs
and macrocells are assumed to use OFDMA technology for
operation. We consider an OFDMA frame structure that
is made up of time–frequency slots, known as tiles [11].
In this work, we focus on the downlink communications.
An assumption is made that operating bandwidth is split
between the macrocell and femtocells, hence there is limited
interference between femtocell and macrocell users in the
network [11], [16].

The LTE system is composed mainly of two parts:
the air interface known as the evolved-universal terrestrial
radio access network (E-UTRAN) and the packet switched
core network called evolved packet core. The evolved
NodeB (eNB) is the only node of the E-UTRAN from the
network side.

It is responsible for the provision of network connec-
tivity through the air interface to all user equipments
(UEs) in the cell, according to the classic cellular network
paradigm [17].
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The radio interface supports both frequency and time
division duplexing at the physical layer. Channel access,
instead, is based on OFDMA. OFDMA provides high flex-
ibility in terms of scheduling and interference manage-
ment [18].

Figure 1. Network model.

Figure 2. OFDM RB structure.

According to the third generation partnership project
[19], bandwidth is allocated in time/frequency domain.
Radio resources are distributed every transmission time
interval (TTI), each one lasting 1ms in time domain.
Each TTI is composed of two time slots of 0.5ms. It
corresponds to seven OFDM symbols in the configuration
with short cyclic prefix (i.e. one OFDM symbol corresponds
to 71.3μs including normal cyclic prefix); 10 consecutive
TTIs form the LTE Frame lasting 10ms. Radio resource is
divided into 180 kHz sub-channels in the frequency domain,
corresponding to 12 consecutive and equally spaced sub-
carriers (i.e. 15 kHz spacing per sub-carrier) as shown
in Fig. 2. A time/frequency resource time slot lasting
0.5ms in the time domain and over one sub-channel in the
frequency domain is called a resource block (RB) or tile as

commonly used in this paper. RB or tile corresponds to
the smallest radio resource that can be allocated for data
transmission. Due to the fixed sub-channel size, variation
of the number of sub-channels depends on the system
bandwidth configurations, for example 25 and 50RBs for
system bandwidths of 5 and 10MHz, respectively, [17].

For each femtocell Fa ∈F , the set of defined interfering
femtocells is denoted by Ia. This set depends on the
indoor path loss model and minimum required SINR values
in the network [2]. As in [14], the minimum required
SINR is modelled based on the A1-type generalized path
loss models for the frequency range 2–6GHz developed in
WINNER II [20]. The min–max optimization problem for
M-FCRA can be formulated as illustrated in Problem 1.

In addition, this paper defines for each femtocell Fa

the binary resource allocation matrix denoted by Δa, with
1 or 0 in position (i, j) according to whether the tile (i, j)
is used or not.

Problem 1 Min–Max femtocells resource allocation
problem

∀Fa ∈ F : min
[
maxa

(
Ra−

∑
i,j Δa(i,j)+(Rb)p

|F |×Ra

)]

Subject to:

∀Fa ∈ F :
∑

i,j Δa(i, j) ≤ Ra (1)

∀i,j,
∀Fa ∈ F, ∀Fb ∈ Ia: Δa(i, j) + Δb(i, j) ≤ 1 (2)

∀i,j, ∀Fa ∈ F : Δa(i, j) ∈ {0, 1} (3)

p ∈ {0, 1}: (4)

To represent the users’ demands, a vector Va is in-
troduced. The vector elements correspond to the radio
resources required by users connected to femtocell Fa. The
total number of RBs required by the femtocell Fa to ful-
fill the attached users’ demands is denoted by Ra such
that Ra =

∑na

i=1 Va(i), where na is the total number of
users belonging to femtocell Fa. Obviously, Ra is not con-
stant and depends on the arrival/departure process of end
users. Hence, assumption made was that Ra is updated
periodically every epoch δt [2].

End users associated with each femtocell follow a ran-
dom distribution with a maximum value of 6 per femto.
Each FAPs has two users attached to it at the begin-
ning of simulation. Moreover, assumption was made that
femtocells apply the round Robin approach to serve the
connected users, [11], [14].

The main objective will be to minimize the maximum
difference between the number of allocated and required
resources in each FAP, given the set of interferer femtocells
Ia, ∀Fa ∈F and for every epoch δt. Condition (1) denotes
that the resource scheduler must guarantee that femtocells
cannot be allocated more than the required resources, (2)
ensures that two interfering femtocells cannot use the same
RB, and condition (4) is the probability of connection of
user i to the next FAP in the network.
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4. Proposed Scheme: M-FCRA

The objective of M-FCRA is to incorporate user mobility
awareness in the resource allocation problem. The femto-
cell network through the CH should be able to predict the
next femtocell a user is likely to connect to. This proba-
bility of connection is the element of user mobility in the
network. The probability is either 1 or 0 depending on the
level of signal strength received by a user in the network.
It also depends on the history of the user mobility pattern
as transmitted to its serving femtocell.

Mobility prediction guarantees continuous services to
mobile users, and efficient resource allocation in femtocell
network. Mobile operators try to know the next mobile’s
location using mobility prediction. It consists of locating
in advance the next connection point to anticipate resource
allocation at the predicted point. The considered mobility
prediction model is based on Markov chains, exploiting
the mobility trace of the mobile user, in the context of
LTE architecture in [21], [22]. It exploits a sequence of
femtocells that a mobile user crosses during an interval
of time. This model has been proved to be efficient
enough to predict the movement changes of a mobile user.
The model is based on two complementary prediction
algorithms, the global prediction algorithm (GPA) and the
local prediction algorithm (LPA). GPA allows predicting
the regular movement of a user. It is based on the mobile
client’s mobility trace and a second-order continuous-time
Markov chain, whose discrete states are the cells of the
network. It computes the transition probabilities from its
current cell to each cell in its neighbourhood. In case GPA
fails, LPA uses a first-order continuous-time Markov chain.
For complete mobility prediction, every cell entered, the
algorithm computes the transition probability to every cell
in the neighbourhood. If there is enough information in
the mobility trace to predict the next cell, then GPA is
used, otherwise LPA is used. The prediction procedure
needs the knowledge of adjacent cells that is provided
by the operator’s network topology or by analysing the
strength of received signals. The M-FCRA problem is
formulated with connection probability p∈{0, 1} and Rb

is the requested resource in femtocell Fb as it is shown in
M-FCRA algorithm in Fig. 3 [23].

4.1 Network Topology

In the simulator, femtocell is represented by geometric
properties and it is used for detailing the position and the
ID of a femtocell. The building is composed of a number
of apartments, each one delimiting the area of a given
femtocell.

As defined in [15], a 5× 5 apartment grid is considered
as in Fig. 4. The building is composed of 25 apartments
which are located over a 5× 5 grid. A unique ID is used
to identify each building, and its position is defined by a
Cartesian system. Each squared form apartment has an
area of 100m2. Generally, each apartment contains at
least one active FAP, that is, an active home eNB (HeNB)
in each femtocell. For instance, a 5× 5 grid building can
contain up to 25 femtocells active HeNB. The probability

Figure 3. M-FCRA algorithm.

that an active home base station is present in an apartment
can be randomly decided through the definition of an
activity ratio [24]. Activity ratio is the ratio of active to
inactive femtocells in the building at any given time.

4.2 Single Macrocell with Femtocells Scenario

This scenario models a single cell with a number of over-
lapping femtocells. The number of femtocells per building
is equal to 25 and the total number of femtocells in the sce-
nario is equal to 25× number of buildings. The parameters
used are listed in Table 1.

The simulator logs all events to the standard output
according to the debug level set to study a certain perfor-
mance criteria. In addition, the log file provides the Carte-
sian position of all cells and UEs, the channels allocated
to each eNB, as well as the unique ID that each UE and
eNB is assigned [25]. A large log file is generated and the
output is directed to a file and post-processing is done via
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Figure 4. 5× 5 apartment grid.

Table 1
Parameters Used

Parameter Value

Cell radius 1 km

Number of buildings 1

Building type 5× 5 apartment grid

Activity ratio 1

Number of macrocell UE 0

Number of femtocell UE 2–6

Traffic VIDEO, VoIP, BE

Scheduling type Proportional fair

Frame structure FDD

Bandwidth 10MHz

Speed 0 km/h for FCRA

3km/h for M-FCRA

Access policy Open

MaxDelay 0.1 s

Video bit rate 128 kbps

FDD – frequency division duplex.

grep, sed, and awk to filter and print relevant performance
metrics.

A sample of simulator output is: TX INF_BUF ID
104 B 14 SIZE 290 SRC 0 DST 5 T 1.709. This logs a
transmission event for an infinite buffer source with packet
ID 104 for bearer 14. The packet size is 290 bytes and
source is node 0 and destination is 5. The event occurs at
time 1.709. Similarly, a receive event is logged as follows:
RX INF_BUF ID 106 B 14 SIZE 290 SRC −1 DST 5 D
0.001.

5. Performance Metrics

We evaluate performance of M-FCRA based on the output
of the optimization problem resolution for each constructed
cluster. Two QoS metrics are considered:
(i) TSR
(ii) SSR

5.1 Throughput Satisfaction Rate (TSR)

TSR is the average level of satisfaction of a FAP with
respect to the requested radio resources. For each femtocell
Fa, TSR(Fa) is given by averaging the received number of
allocated RBs to the total requested ones. It is expressed
as follows:

TSR(Fa) =

(∑
i,jΔa(i, j)

Ra

)

The TSR metric is thus given by:

TSR =
∑
Fa∈F

(
TSR(Fa)

|F |
)

5.2 Spectrum Spatial Reuse (SSR)

SSR is the average number of femtocells using the same
elementary RB within the femtocell network. Hence, it is
defined as the mean value of RBs’ (tiles) spatial reuse.

The SSR metric is thus expressed as follows:

SSR =
1

M × |F |
∑
i,j

∑
Fa∈F

Δa(i, j)

where M is equal to the length of OFDMA downlink frame
expressed as tiles (time–frequency slots).

6. Performance Analysis

FCRA scheme was used as a benchmark to which the
M-FCRA potential benefits were compared. The gain
of M-FCRA was studied when the users were mobile in
uniformly distributed FAPs and under various interference
level scenarios. The mathematical problem solved bymixed
integer linear programming method using the solver “ILOG
CPLEX” [26]. It optimized the resource allocation under
various constrains. Simulations were run and mean value
calculated. The number of mobile equipment connected
to each femtocell and their radio resource demands were
varied in each simulation with time and position in the
building for M-FCRA scheme while static for FCRA.

The analysis was achieved using an OFDMA downlink
frame consisting of M =50 tiles (time–frequency slots), as
in [3]. Users were distributed randomly within the fem-
tocells with a maximum value of 6 per FAP [2]. Each
user randomly generated its traffic demand (required band-
width), which was translated into a certain number of tiles
Va (0 ≤ Va ≥ 8). Different SINR values were consid-
ered. The F femtocells were distributed uniformly in a
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Figure 5. Simulation results: (a) Random distribution of users and uniform distribution of FAPs; (b) Trajectory of some
users; (c) Average throughput rate as a function of time; and (d) Average throughput of each FAP.

2-D 50M× 50 M building, with one FAP uniformly placed
in each 10M× 10 M room. Based on the SINR values and
the path loss model [6], the interference matrix Ia for ev-
ery femtocell Fa was derived. In the simulations, different
SINR thresholds, 10, 15, 20, and 25 dB, were considered
to indicate the degree of impact of the interference on the
analysed metrics.

M-FCRA algorithm used a Bernoulli distribution to
work out the resource contention resolution. In case of
same tile assignment hence collision, each femtocell tries
to resolve contention on the collided tiles by sampling
a Bernoulli distribution. Subsequently, it rules whether
the attacked user would continue using the tile or would
transfer it from allocated resources. For simulations, the
mean value of Bernoulli was set to 0.5. It follows that,
femtocells have the same opportunity to use or discard the
contented RB (tile). The results were concerned with the
TSR and the SSR.

Figs. 5(a)–(d) illustrate simulation results of single cell
with femtocells scenario. We considered a scenario with
randomly and uniformly distributed UE and femtocells,
respectively, as in Fig. 5(a).

Distance in metres along the Y and X axes indicates
the position of the building with respect to the overly-
ing macrocell. The femtocells are inside a building where

macrocell coverage is poor. At the beginning of the simu-
lation, each FAP has two users attached to it.

We considered the FCRA scheme where UEs are static,
while the M-FCRA scheme with UEs moving at 3 km/h
in our simulations. Fig. 5(b) shows the approximate
trajectory of each mobile user in the network after 60 s.
The direction of the users is random in the building. As
illustrated, some users walk out of the building, while
others into the building. We plotted the average TSR
against time as shown in Fig. 5(c). It improves for
M-FCRA and remains constant for FCRA. In the case of
users moving closer to the FAPs they are connected, path
loss reduces and hence SINR increases. This improves the
SINR for the M-FCRA scheme, thus better throughput on
higher SINR.

As users under FCRA are static, its SINR largely re-
mains constant. Therefore, its average throughput with
time remains almost the same. After 30 s of connec-
tions, M-FCRA outperforms FRCA by about 35%. Con-
sequently, users get better QoS on M-FCRA scheme.

Fig. 5(d) shows the average throughput taken per
FAP within 60 s. The graph indicates that FAPs at the
centre of the building performed better in terms of average
throughput rate on M-CRA than those at the edge, that
is, 1, 2, 22, 23, 24, and 25. This was attributed to low
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Figure 6. Performance metrics variations with SINR: (a) Maximum throughput rate per SINR; (b) SSR versus SINR; and
(c) Allocated RBs (tiles) versus SINR.

mobility at the edges and handovers of users leaving the
building. M-FCRA scheme outperforms FCRA due to
reduced path loss hence improved SINR. However, FCRA
performs better on the edge FAPs than M-FCRA as users
are static and therefore FAPs kept traffic.

The plot of maximum throughput with SINR is illus-
trated in Fig. 6(a). As the SINR improves, throughput
rate increases. This is because of reduced path loss in
M-FCRA due to mobility of users as opposed to FCRA.
M-FCRA achieves SINR up to 40 dB, while the best for
FCRA is about 28 dB.

In Fig. 6(b), we plotted the SSR of M-FCRA and
FCRA schemes as a function of SINR. We made two main
observations. First, FCRA offers a constant SSR value.
At convergence the SINR for FCRA scheme is constant
because the users are static.

The network services on a constant SSR at each and
every value of SINR as sent to FAPs by users. Sec-
ond, SSR metric decreases with the increase of SINR for
M-FCRA as there is an increase of interference level of
each femtocell. According to the M-FCRA approach, fewer
but densely populated clusters are created. Subsequently,
the possibility of reutilization of the same RB (tile) among

the formed clusters is decreased. M-FCRA does not allow
reutilization of the same RB/tile within the same cluster.

The degree of interference in the network is inversely
proportional to the number of allocated tiles. This is
illustrated in Fig. 6(c). As SINR increases, the number of
tiles allocated to each FAP increases exponentially. This
shows that mobile users enjoy better QoS on an average
as opposed to static users at poor or low SINR. Static
users cannot improve SINR as they cannot move closer to
serving FAP.

7. Conclusion

It is notable from this piece of work that user mobility
has an impact in femtocell deployment; the higher the
number of cells within the same location the more handover
operations are executed. This problem can become critical
because femtocells always require hard handover, which
is, in general, a resource-demanding procedure. In this
case, more resources will be required for numerous hard-
handover operations, thus affecting the QoS to the end
users. Again, a predictive approach for resource allocation
to counteract this problem of resource allocation is of
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importance, and user mobility would be highly beneficial
for the deployment of femtocells as presented in this work.
Studies within this context remain of wide interest with
explicit reference to femtocells and resource allocation and
user mobility dynamics.
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