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MURANG’A UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

(A constituent College of Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology) 

UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS 2014/2015 

YEAR ONE SEMESTER ONE EXAMINATION FOR THE CERTIFICATE IN 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  

SCI 0101: INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER APPLICATION 

COURSE: CIT        TIME: 2HRS 

DAY/TIME: Monday  8;30 Am-10:30Am    DATE:17th August 2015 

INSTRUCTIONS: Answer question one and any other two questions 

 

QUESTION ONE 

a. Define the following terms as used computer application 

    i.  software 

  ii.  System Unit 

iii Work-Sheet 

  iv  Data        [4 Marks] 

b. Outline the major function of the recycle bin in a computer   [2 Marks] 

c. List any two sources of graphics that can be used in Microsoft Word. [2 Marks] 

d. Explain four basic component that make up a computer.    [4 Marks] 

e. Giving an explanation, illustrate the major difference between 

   i.  Desktop PC and a laptop 

  ii.  A palmtop and a Phablet 

  iii.  A mouse and a stylus      [6 Marks] 

f. A word processor is preferred to a manual typewriter. Give four reasons for such a 

preference.         [4 Marks] 

g. Clearly distinguish between absolute and relative referencing  [4 Marks] 
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h. State six types of charts used in Microsoft Excel.    [6 marks] 

QUESTION TWO   

a. Outline four computer input devices that can be used in a health centre. [4 Marks] 

b. State and explain the four section breaks used in Microsoft word  [4 Marks] 

c. Below is a list of sales made and corresponding commission earned. 

 A B 

1 Sales Commission 

2 100,000 7,000 

3 200,000 14,000 

4 300,000 21,000 

5 400,000 28,000 

 

You are required to find the total commission earned for all sales above 150,000 

i. State the function best suited for the above task.   [1 Mark] 

ii. Give the formula you would write in the formula bar to accomplish the above 

stated task.        [3 Marks] 

d. Mr. Eric, a business man is planning to computerize his accounting operations. He 

intends to use spreadsheet to build his inventory. Explain to Mr. Eric four advantages of 

the electronic spreadsheet.        [8 Marks] 

QUESTION THREE 

a. State and explain the function of one common icon found on the windows desktop. 

          [2 Marks] 

b. Describe the function of the following tools as used in word processing 

i. Spell check 

ii. Thesaurus 

iii. Table of Contents      [6 Marks]  

c. Explain the use of the following formatting features used in MS excel: 

i. Conditional formatting 

ii. Format painter 

iii. Auto-format        [6 Marks] 
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d. List any three computer generations and give two features of each.  [6 Marks] 

QUESTION FOUR 

a. Define the term computer virus.       [1 Mark]  

b. Differentiate between the following pairs of terms 

i. Data and Information 

ii. Hardware and software 

iii. Analogue and digital computers     [6 Marks] 

c. Zaituni an IT manager is set to advise her organization on the secondary storage devices 

to use for various transit and permanent storage purposes. Outline five of such devices 

she is likely to propose.       [5 Marks] 

d. State and explain four key application areas of spreadsheets.  [8 Marks] 


